
Robert C. Parks
January 31, 1941 - January 14, 2026

Robert’s Journey 
 

Born on January 31, 1941, the first child of the late George S. Parks and
Verlee Stitt Parks in Charlotte, North Carolina, Robert C. Parks departed this
life on January 14, 2026. He was preceded in death by his infant sister, Alicia
Mae Parks and his beloved grandparents, Sandy and Mazie Stitt Porter and
Sanders and Maggie Woods Parks. 

 

Robert attended Myers Street Elementary School and was a proud class of
1959 graduate from Second Ward High School, the first high school in the city
of Charlotte for black students. At Second Ward, he was an honor student and
a star player on the baseball and basketball teams. He continued his
education at North Carolina College at Durham (currently North Carolina
Central University) and later at UNC-Charlotte. 

 

He was united in matrimony to his high school sweetheart, Martha Marion
McCrory on April 20, 1962 and from this union three children were born,
Tammy, Selina and Robert Jr. Robert enjoyed watching college and
professional football and basketball with his family. He loved spending time
with family, listening to all types of music, and traveling with family and friends.
He had a wealth of knowledge and could speak on many subjects, which led
people to gravitate to him to engage in conversation, debates, and



discussions. An avid reader with a curious mind, he would read everything
from candy wrappers and product labels to poetry and zealously played
Jeopardy and watched the history and travel channels. 

In the early 60’s, Robert was the first person of color to be hired by a major
insurance company in the south, the Life Insurance Company of Georgia. He
had to wait three weeks for another colleague of color to share a room with to
begin training in Atlanta. He was assigned to sell life insurance to people of
color in the greater Charlotte area. He later worked as a recruiter for the
antipoverty program for the Charlotte Area Fund. In 2003 he retired from the
City of Charlotte after 26 years of service as an Outreach and Recruitment
Counselor where he worked on the job training program encouraging and
mentoring people in the community to get the education, and training they
needed to help them find employment and better their lives. After retirement
from the City of Charlotte, he was a poll worker for the Mecklenburg County
Board of Election. 

 

A member of The Park Church, after retirement he volunteered his time in
their food pantry. His desire to stay active led him to become a member of the
Stratford Richardson YMCA in 2007 the same year the establishment was
opened for membership. He was a life member of the Second Ward High
School National Alumni Foundation and was very supportive of its quest to
keep the spirit of his alma mater alive. In 2009 he was elected the first
president of the Second Ward and West Charlotte Men’s Breakfast Club.
Under his leadership the group grew from nine founders to over one hundred
members. During his tenure the group provided financial support in the
community where and donated thousands of dollars to the Second Ward
National Alumni Foundation and West Charlotte High School Alumni
Association’s scholarship fund. In 2020, he resigned from the office of
president due to declining health and was unanimously elected President
Emeritus by the group. 



He leaves behind to cherish his memories his wife of 63 years, Martha
McCrory Parks; three children, Tammy A. Morris (Felix), Selina L. Parks and
Robert C. Parks, Jr., all of Charlotte, NC; two biological grandchildren,
Whitney A. Ward (Denzel) of Edenton, NC and Robert C. Parks, III of
Wingate, NC; two biological great-grandchildren, Bella Gizelle Ward and
Chantz Ezra Ward of Edenton, NC. Three guardian grandchildren, Quatisha
Hall, Ta’mi Kamil Wilkinson-Hall and Dylan Emmett Haynes of Stanley, NC.
Two godchildren, Renee and Paris Carlton of Charlotte, NC. One brother,
George S. Parks (Mary Jo) of Charlotte, NC; two nephews, Gregory A. Parks
(Arlicia) of Columbia, SC and George A. Parks of Charlotte, NC, two great
nephews, William and Jonathan Parks of Columbia, SC, two sisters-in-laws,
Hazeline McCrory of Philadelphia, PA and Delores Young (Wilbert) of
Charlotte, NC and a host of cousins, other relatives and friends.



Cemetery Details

York Memorial Park Cemetery

5150 S. Tyron Street
Charlotte, NC

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 24. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

The Park Church
6029 Beatties Ford Rd
Charlotte, NC 28216-2205
(704) 392-1681

Celebration of Life Service

JAN 24. 11:00 AM (ET)

The Park Church
6029 Beatties Ford Road
Charlotte, NC

Interment

JAN 28. 11:30 AM (ET)

York Memorial Park Cemetery
5150 S. Tyron Street
Charlotte, NC
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Selina Parks - January 24 at 07:18 PM

1 file added to the album Tribute To Robert C. Parks

Robin T Junious - January 24 at 12:24 PM

We send our deepest condolences to you and your family for the
loss of Robert. We will keep you all in prayer . Robin Junious
(The family of Tommy and Edna Williams)

Stanley Ervin - January 24 at 08:23 AM

Stanley Ervin lit a candle in memory of Robert
Parks

Hazel Ebony and Brandy - January 23 at 03:37 PM

Hazel Ebony and Brandy purchased the Fiery Lily
and Rose for the family of Robert C. Parks.

https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Patsy Rogers - January 23 at 02:40 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with the family
of my dear friend. Patsy Rogers

WH

Willie (Ballhawk) Holmes - January 24 at 01:17 AM

Robert Parks and I worked together on the Finance Committee of the
Second Ward/West Charlotte Men's Breakfast Club. He was very
passionate about providing scholarships through the Second Ward
National Alumni Association and the West Charlotte National Alumni
Association for students furthering their educational goals. He was a
fantastic leader and friend and will be truly missed! Willie (Ballhawk)
Holmes, Class of 1963 at Second Ward High School

William “Doc” Mitchell - January 23 at 02:12 PM

William “Doc” Mitchell planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Robert C. Parks.

January 23 at 02:12 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Robert C. Parks.

https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Joyce Henderson - January 23 at 11:20 AM

My sincere condolences to the Parks family. I
will always fondly remember Mr. Parks. We
were on the same team at work, my first job,
Concentrated Employment Program (CEP).
Later, I learned that Mr. Parks was good
friends with my neighbors, the Millers. And after finding him working
the voting polls on West Boulevard, I always voted early just to say
hello to Mr. Parks there. May he rest in peace. Joyce Henderson

Kandle Jones - January 23 at 10:43 AM

Mr Parks was my JTPA counselor. He was the reason I could
graduate and excel because of his encouragement. He was a good
person always smiling and always friendly. It would be years before
I saw him again at a church. That’s when I discovered he knew my
mother Mary Lightsey. I am saddened he is lost to us and pray for
his family and friends. He was an angel on earth.

Love Tammie, Charlene and families - January 22 at 09:19 PM

Love Tammie, Charlene and families purchased
the Gracious Lavender Basket for the family of
Robert C. Parks.

https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jackie Gary - January 22 at 04:29 PM

Mr Parks was always such a nice and welcoming man. I met him
with his daughters in high school and he was always smiling and
love a good laugh. I know he is resting easy now. He definitely will
be missed. I am sending continuous prayers for Ms. Martha,
Tammy, Selina and Robbie. 
 
Jackie, Frances and Melinda Gary

Lawrence T Belton sr - January 22 at 07:18 AM

Condolences to the Robert Parks and family
and friends from Lonny Belton and family.

John Love - January 21 at 08:27 PM

To the family of Robert Parks: Sorry for your loss. Robert was an
outstanding president of The Second Ward and West Charlotte
Men's Breakfast Club. The Club looked for Robert leadership in the
early beginning of the club. Family, we will be praying for you. John
W. Love, Sr., John W. Love, Jr. (Buddy), Jewel C. Love, West
Charlotte Class 1962, West Charlotte National Alumni, Second
Ward and West Charlotte Men's Breakfast Club, The Par Busters
Golf Group. John Love, Charlotte, NC.


