Dwayne Lavone Collins
August 25, 2019

Dwayne Lavone Collins was born in Fayetteville, North Carolina on
September 27, 1967. He was called Home on Sunday, August 25, 2019 in
Charlotte N.C. He was the son of the late Dr. Thomas Collins Jr. & Wilma M.
Collins. Dwayne was raised in Charlotte N.C. and was an alumnus of Garinger
High School (Class of 1985) and Johnson C. Smith University.

Mr. Collins' activism began during his college years as part of the Messengers
of Truth group on JCSU’s campus in the late 1980s. Dwayne entered ministry
in July 1992. He served as an associate minister under the stewardship of
Reverend Dr. Sheldon R. Shipman and later became a faithful member of
Greenville Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church. Collins continued on to co-found
Citizens for Justice in the aftermath of the 1993 killing of Windy Gail
Thompson. Over the next 15 years Dwayne served as President of the
Charlotte Chapter of the NAACP and Chair of the Black Political Caucus of
Charlotte-Mecklenburg. In the late 1990s and early 2000s he served as a
plaintiff on behalf of Black families seeking to preserve the 1970 federal court
order instructing Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools to desegregate. In 2000,
Collins was recognized as one of Charlotte, North Carolina’s most influential
black men by Community Pride Magazine. His efforts to make the Charlotte
community more equitable and inclusive continued up until the weeks before
his death, and addressed issues ranging from disproportionate environmental
burdens affecting the western half of Mecklenburg County, to a call for



increased involvement of Black fathers in the education of their children.

Being a true Dandy, Dwayne Collins was the proprietor of The Sartorial
Servant, a wardrobe consultation service for men based out of Charlotte, that
offers wardrobe consultations services. Collins possesses over twenty years
of expertise in the area of men's dress. He has worked for such retail giants
as Brooks Brothers, Saks Fifth Avenue, and Ralph Lauren and is held in high
regard amongst many in the respective field. In the late 1990s Collins served
as the host of “The Gotham Sophisticate,” a local syndicated talk show
focused on fine men’s dress. He has been featured in The Charlotte Observer
Style File, which highlights the most stylish men and women in Charlotte,
North Carolina. He is a former men’s style columnist for Pride Magazine
online, The County News Newspaper, and Q City Metro’s online magazine.

Dwayne L. Collins leaves to cherish his memories, two sons Salim Collins 27
and Omari Collins 25 of Charlotte NC; Stepsister Dr. Maisha Kelly Freeman
(Dr. Steven Freeman-Muhammad) of Hoover, AL; mother of his children
Patrina K. Peebles; one uncle, Reverend Eugene Collins Sr. (Reverend Eliza
Collins) of Charleston, SC; two aunts, Louise M. Pittman of Washington, DC
and Diane Collins of Camden, SC; close friends and caretakers Niksa
Balbosa, Jay Ferguson, Paris Jones, Ross Pitts and Leonard Gresham all of
Charlotte, NC. He also leaves special memories to a mother-in-law, sisters-in-
law, brothers-in-law, nieces, nephews, a host of cousins, relatives, friends and
a community following his movement.



Cemetery Details

Sharon Memorial Park

5716 Monroe Road
Charlotte, NC

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 30. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Greenville Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church
6116 Monteith Drive
Charlotte, NC

Celebration of Life Service

AUG 30. 12:00 PM (ET)

Greenville Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church
6116 Monteith Drive
Charlotte, NC



Tribute Wall

Mr Collins was a very nice man, | met him

through Patrina years ago at the school where 4
she worked! A very upstanding man with a
infectious smile! So sorry to hear of his passing
| pray comfort for the family and close friends!
Rest In Peace beautiful soul!

Mary Davis Stuart - September 03, 2019 at 12:18 PM
To the Family of Dwayne Collins: | am so sorry for your loss. | knew
Dwayne when | worked as the Clerk to the Mayor and Council in
Charlotte, and | respected his tenacity. Prayers for your comfort and

peace in this time of sorrow.

Brenda Railey Freeze - September 01, 2019 at 01:01 AM

Gene Grier lit a candle in memory of Dwayne ]

Lavone Collins

Gene Grier - August 30, 2019 at 04:00 PM

Salim, and Omari, my prayers are with you and family. May God
give you comfort. Your Father was a wonderful young man, and will
be missed greatly. Worth Williams

Worth Williams - August 29, 2019 at 08:52 AM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Dwayne Lavone Collins.

August 29, 2019 at 07:53 AM

Paris Bostic Jones lit a candle in memory of ]
Dwayne Lavone Collins

Paris Bostic Jones - August 28, 2019 at 07:23 PM

6 files added to the album Memories Album

A.E. Grier & Sons Funeral and Cremation, LLC. - August 28, 2019 at 06:10 PM


https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.aegriersonsfcc.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

