Mrs. Sue Ann Grimes Clark Reid
May 3, 1947 - March 14, 2022

Mrs. Sue Ann Grimes Clark Reid, affectionately known as Sue, Sue Ann and Aunt Sue to
close friends, family and associates. Sue was born on May 3rd, 1947, in Lenoir, NC. She
transitioned into her heavenly rest on March 14th, 2022, at Novant Health Medical Center,
Mint Hill, NC.
Sue was the daughter of the late Maude Williams Grimes and Dallas Grimes. Sue grew up
in a tight knit community of Freedman in the small city of Lenoir, NC. Sue was an active
member of Smith Memorial Methodist Church (now New Covenant UMC) in Lenoir. She
attended Freedman Elementary and Freedman High School in Lenoir where she was a
band member who played a French horn. Sue went on to join the Job Corps in
Breckenridge, West Virginia. After graduating with honors from the Job Corps, she was
recruited by Senator Ayers to support him as his personal secretary in the House, Ways,
and Means Committee in Washington, D.C. on Capitol Hill. Sue went on to acquire a
secretarial position with Ford Motor Company in Washington, D.C. After several years,
Sue married United States Military serviceman (Jimmy Clark-now deceased) and shortly
thereafter they were transferred to Fort Dix, Virginia. They were later transferred to
Germany on military orders. After three years abroad, they returned to the U.S. at which
point Sue started her own business, Better Living Products, later known as Bestline.
Sue could always be found with a beautiful smile on her face and a heart filled with love
and kindness. She loved God and had a deep understanding of His love for her. Due to
her innate ability to quickly interact with people on any level, her charisma, charm, smile,
and pleasing personality, Bestline quickly became a very successful and lucrative
business in the Philadelphia and New Jersey area. Of course, while in Philly, she became
a die-hard Philadelphia Eagles fan!
As her business grew, she was blessed with the opportunity to open her own storefront
business called the Leather Connection in Philadelphia continuing to sell her leather
garments. An experience not afforded to most, Sue was able to travel across the United
States to garner more exposure for her clothing line so Sue Clark & The Leather

Connection became very well-known! As a seller of high-end leather, she received many
invitations from venues in various states to market her clothes in a vendor capacity. Sue
worked for many years doing what she loved most until she decided to relocate to
Cornelius, NC to be closer to her family. After re-locating to Cornelius, Sue became very
active in the Freedman High School Class of 1965 Lenoir Enrichment Group Golf Club.
She was very active, along with being a successful fund raiser for the initiative. Her efforts
will never be forgotten.
After moving to Cornelius, Sue met and married Mr. James Reid with whom she shared
her life until her passing. As her illness progressed, James did his very best at taking care
of his wife and to her every waking need. James was present at his wife’s side at the time
of her passing.
After her marriage and before her illness, Sue continued to receive invitations to sell her
clothing at various venues across the US. James assisted his wife to continue on with the
Leather Connection business, driving her to many various venues, packing and setting up
for the events.
Our wonderful mother and our rock, “Miss Maude”, as she was known to everyone, always
told us “One for all and all for One”, which we still remember and carry on to this day. This
created a bond between each of us siblings that has never been broken. We have always
and always will be a close-knit family until we all leave this earthly realm. One of the most
important and memorable times of our lives was looking forward to “Aunt Sue” coming
home for every holiday, especially Christmas, which of course the children loved. We will
never forget all of us sleeping all over the place, having fun and just loving on one another.
Sue was always excited watching the kids open presents so she started a tradition
allowing the kids to open one present only at 12:01 a.m. on Christmas morning, which the
children still do today.
Sue leaves to cherish many fond and loving memories in the hearts of her husband of four
years, James Reid; four siblings: Sheron Virginia Grimes (Jenny), Dallas (June Bug
Grimes, Jr., Billy Harrison Grimes, Patricia (Boo) Petty (Curtis Petty-deceased) and a
huge host of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and many, many other family and
friends who will all miss her dearly.
She was preceded in death by our oldest sister Emma Lee Williams and our youngest
brother Dennis (Big Moot) Jerome Grimes
She also is survived by Gordon Reid (Eva), Annie R. Stewart (James), sisters, brothers,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, a host of nieces, nephews, and family friends.

SUE WAS AN AWESOME LADY, A PROFESSIONAL AND VERY PROUD OF HER
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AS WAS HER FAMILY! She was the best sister ever, aunt, cousin
and friend anyone could ever be blessed with! She was a role model for many of us!
HER PHYSICAL BODY IS GONE BUT HER SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS REMAIN WITH US
FOREVER! WE PRAY THAT WE ALL WILL SEE HER AGAIN!

Events
MAR
22

Visitation

12:00PM - 01:00PM

A.E. Grier & Sons Funeral and Cremation, LLC.
2310 Statesville Avenue, Charlotte, NC, US, 28206

MAR
22

Celebration of Life Service

01:00PM

A.E. Grier & Sons Funeral and Cremation, LLC.
2310 Statesville Avenue, Charlotte, NC, US, 28206

Comments

“

I knew Sue all her life. I always thought she was the sweetest person. I had not seen
her in years until a High School reunion. She was one of my mother's favorite
students! I know her family will miss her dearly!

Constance Horton - March 23 at 02:24 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences go out to you family as you mourn the passing of your
beloved sister Sue Ann and I send my prayers for your peace and comfort at your
time of bereavement. Rest in Heavenly Paradise cousin Sue Ann

Steven "Anthony" Horton - March 22 at 07:08 PM

“

James C. & Vernell Dockery lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Sue Ann Grimes Clark
Reid

James C. & Vernell Dockery - March 22 at 11:54 AM

“

To the family of Sue Hold on to GODS UNCHAGING HANDS. I met Sue more than
20 years, and she never strayed away from being a loving person. She just had a
peaceful, calm about her shelf. She will be missed. Darrell Barber

Darrell Barber - March 21 at 06:48 PM

“

Sue was a wonderfull person and dear friend. She will be missed very much God will
take care of her now. Willie Ferguson

Willie Ferguson - March 21 at 01:15 PM

“

-Latoya Pousa purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Mrs. Sue Ann Grimes
Clark Reid.

-Latoya Pousa - March 21 at 08:28 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mrs. Sue Ann Grimes Clark
Reid.

March 20 at 01:27 PM

“

I am a cousin to Sue Ann I was born on May 3 same say as Sue, we would always
talk one way or the other our born day. I love you so.much and miss that beautiful
smile. Sue was so strong and a awesome woman. Love you sweet cousin. REST IN
PEACE. Phyllis Grimes Foster

PHYLLISAFOSTER - March 20 at 12:13 PM

“

Sue will be forever remembered by her Philadelphia family and her steadfast connection to
The leather Connection. Gone but never forgotten. Heaven has gained another Angel.
Forever in our hearts
Carol A Robinson.
Carol Robinson - March 22 at 02:21 PM

